
Van Buren County Board of Supervisors  

Keosauqua, IA  

June 13, 2022 – 9:00 AM 

 

 

The Van Buren County Board of Supervisors met on this date in the board of supervisors’ office 

at the courthouse with supervisors Richards, House, and Meek present.  Others present at various 

times during the meeting included Brandon Buch, Rachel Rinner, Diane Carr, Emily Reneker, 

Ryan Keller, Ryne Thornburg, Michael Schill, Don Pool, Ann Skaggs, Dixie Saunders, Linda 

Whitten, Lacey Vandegriff, Kelly Gerlach, and Lisa Plecker. 

 

Chairman Richards opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the minutes from the May 23, 2022, meeting were 

approved.  Ayes: 3 

 

This being the date set for the board to hold a public hearing to take comments on a REVISED 

construction permit application for an existing confinement facility located in Section 24, 

Harrisburg Township, and owned by Iowa Ag Investments LLC (Facility #71752).  The Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources (Iowa DNR) had issued the original construction permit on 

September 27, 2021, but in January 2022, a voluntary environmental self-audit was conducted 

which identified a violation in the separation distance of a well from the confinement structure.  

The REVISED application was submitted to the Iowa DNR in May 2022. Those in attendance 

when the public hearing was called to order at 9:01 AM included Brandon Buch, Rachel Rinner, 

Diane Carr, Emily Reneker, Ryan Keller, Ryne Thornburg, Kelly Gerlach, and Lisa Plecker. 

Supervisor Richards reported that on June 10, 2022, he had reviewed the REVISED application.  

Following discussion, it was moved by Meek, seconded by House, that the hearing be closed at 

9:05 AM, that the master matrix score given by Van Buren County for the facility be set at 

446.75 points, and that the board’s recommendation to the Iowa DNR was to approve the 

REVISED permit application.  Ayes: 3 

 

Emily Reneker, Douds, was present to provide information regarding the annual Bible Reading 

Marathon, and to notify the board that the courthouse gazebo will be used for Bible reading  

marathon events that will be held on July 3, 2022, and July 14, 2022. 

 

Mike Schill, President of Natel Broadband Internet, Fairfield, was present to give a presentation 

and have continued discussion about the proposal that he made during the March 14, 2022, 

meeting.  Schill’s request was for the board to designate $291,706.67 of the county’s anticipated 

2022 payment of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds for his company’s broadband project 

which would serve residents in the northern part of Van Buren County.  Following the 

discussion, the consensus of the board was to table the discussion for a future meeting. 

 

County engineer Ryne Thornburg was present for an update on various secondary roads matters 

including: 

• Approval of a resolution for transferring ownership of the destination light at the 

intersection of Route V64 and Highway 16. 

• Notification of a request for the county to lease a portion of Block 23 in Bentonsport to 

the Bentonsport Improvement Association. 

• Notification that the intersection rumble strip project is complete. 

• Notification that the regrade of Spruce Ave from Route J40 to 180th Street is scheduled to 

begin the week of June 20th.  



On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the board approved Resolution #06-13-2022 which 

reads as follows: 

RESOLUTION #06-13-2022 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Van Buren County Board of Supervisors, that Alliant 

Energy, Inc. is hereby directed to make the following change to the existing system, at the 

location described below according to the terms expressed in the IPL Tariff regarding 

streetlights. 

• 1 – 135-watt LED light at the southwest intersection of Highway 16 and Route V64. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Richards – Aye, House – Aye, Meek – Aye 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 13th day of June 2022 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, FY2023 annual cigarette permits for the following 

businesses in the unincorporated areas of Van Buren County were approved: 1) Boyd Grocery, 

Inc – Keosauqua; 2) Douds Kwik Stop – Douds; and 3) Moore’s Grocery – Douds.  Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, and on the recommendation of the county auditor, the 

board authorized the chairman to sign renewal support agreements for FY2023 with “Solutions”, 

Inc., Spencer, for hardware and software maintenance support.  Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the county treasurer was authorized to place special 

assessment liens against the following property owners in the former city of Mt. Sterling for 

delinquent sewer accounts:  

1) Samuel & Meghan Boley (parcel #000451507283140) - $127.38, 

2) William Kerr (parcel #000451507283130) - $113.14,  

2)  Gary Shelton (parcel #000451507276150) - $127.38,  

3) CKM4, LLC (parcel #000451507251210) - $127.38, and 

4) John Smith (parcel #000451507251115) - $127.38.    Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the following appointment was made to the Van Buren 

County Veterans’ Affairs Commission: Robert Clark, Douds – 3-year term ending June 30, 2025.  

Ayes: 3 

 

County auditor Lisa Plecker reported that she had missed the arrival of Shred-It USA when the 

truck came to the courthouse on May 31, 2022, and thus the election materials from the 2020 

Primary Election remain in her possession.  Since that time, Plecker was informed that Sedore, 

Inc. has shredding services available at the Van Buren County Citizens’ Convenience Center.  

Following discussion, on motion by House, seconded by Meek, the motion made on April 25, 

2022, to set the date and company who would destroy the 2020 Primary Election materials was 

rescinded.  Ayes: 3.  On motion by House, seconded by Meek, as per Iowa Code Sections 50.13 

and 50.19, the date of June 30, 2022, was set for destruction of the materials pertaining to the 

2020 Primary Election (excluding tally books and abstracts of votes) by Sedore, Inc.  Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the following payroll/claims were approved: Payroll  

#34109-34184, Claims #5853-6025, (Secondary Roads – #28514-28555).  Ayes: 3 

 

The board acknowledged that the county had received a 4-year Manure Management Plan 

(MMP) update for the following hog facility: Jake Keller (Facility #71726). 

 

Board members reported on various committee meetings including Decat, SEIL Mental Health 

Region, RUSS, and 8th Judicial District. 

 



County department heads were present for discussion regarding a meeting that several of them 

attended on May 26, 2022, with three members of the Iowa County Information Technology 

(ICIT) group.  Following the discussion, the consensus of the board was that they were in favor 

of having ICIT perform a cybersecurity assessment for the county offices.  Plecker stated she 

would verify with the sheriff’s office and local health to make certain whether they would agree 

to have the assessment conducted. 

 

At 11:05 AM, the board went into recess.   

At 1:00 PM, the Primary Election Canvass was called to order with Richards, House, and Meek 

present to serve as the Van Buren County Board of Canvassers.  On motion by Meek, seconded 

by House, the results of the June 7, 2022, Primary Election were canvassed, and the following 

were declared as official candidates for their respective political party on the November 8, 2022, 

General Election ballot: 

Office   Republican nominee  Democratic Nominee 

Supervisor (2 seats) Dale House, Mark Meek Diane Carr, No 2nd Candidate   

Treasurer  Vicki McDonough  Linda Whitten 

Recorder  Lisa Crane   No Candidate 

Attorney  No Candidate   No Candidate   Ayes: 3 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:32 PM. 

 

 

      

Alex Richards, Chairman 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Attest:   Lisa Plecker, County Auditor 

        

      

Van Buren County Board of Supervisors 

 

 

 


